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SADASIVA SAMHITA / RAMANUJAVEDA-SAMVADA

Chapter 1 - Goloka and the Eternal
Saketa
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O Lord, foremost of yogins, dwelling place of every being, abode of the cause that sustains the

earth, God of gods, Janardana!
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You are the supreme light of all, the Supreme Self beyond primordial nature: Lord of the qualities,

formed of qualities, yet transcending qualities—the great sovereign.
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You are the moon that increases the glory of Raghu's line, the creator and guardian of the universe,

and the little moon that delights Sumitra's heart.
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O mighty son of Dasaratha, destroyer of the race of raksasas, you are the Reality beyond the

objects of sense—the Self, the all-seeing Person.
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O Rama's younger brother, mighty-armed God of gods, lord of Rama, thousand-headed Soul of the

universe, knower of the truth of cause and effect!
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We Vedas, blinded by objects and bewildered in mind, became confused about wondrous Sri

Rama, the Supreme Self and finest of the Raghus.
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O great god, that confusion arose in us; please bring it to rest. Long ago, when the dissolution of

primordial nature arrived and both manifest and unmanifest had withdrawn—
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—after drawing his offspring into his own belly at withdrawal, like a spider gathering in its web,

how is creation made again, and by whom is it sustained?
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What is that deathless realm where Raghava dwells? By what does primordial nature subside into

withdrawal, and from what does awakening arise?
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Where does the Soul of the universe, passionately devoted to Janaki's love, perform his play? What

is Sr1 Rama's supreme abode, the enchanting dwelling of Sita?
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It is beyond qualities and ego, unchanging and stainless, free from affliction and appearance,

faultless and untouched.

14



UNIT 012 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 1 - PDF pages 2-14

Chapter 1 - Verse 12

T el: W ¥ FoodIfare fraH |
Tengelad feed o g faRifeidd 11 22 i

Where does that pure, auspicious light—the Reality beyond both being and nonbeing, divine and

more secret than the secret—shine forth?
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We know all of that as the attributeless Brahman, eternally pure yet endowed with qualities; in the

Imperishable we also know forms beginning with Narayana.
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All that is Brahman with qualities, yet our understanding does not reach the Reality itself—that

supremely wondrous form which those revelations proclaim as Brahman.
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You, divine lord of every realm, tell us of that form. What is its form, what is its foundation, and

what is its supremely wondrous radiance?
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Having heard of it, beings never return to the road across the ocean of samsara. Hearing this

request, he who increases Sumitra's joy became deeply pleased.
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Releasing a breath, he spoke again: ‘Long ago these Vedas came desiring to behold the lotus feet of

my lord and elder brother.’
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‘That you now ask all this is the good fortune proper to the Vedas. For thousands of crores of

kalpas and hundreds of crores of kalpas—’
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‘—devotion to Rama arises only through fivefold worship. Ah, what good fortune—what good

fortune—that such a wish has entered your minds!’
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‘T must therefore tell you that highest mystery.” Bowing to the Lord of the world, the God of gods,
the exalted scion of Raghu—
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—two-armed, dark-hued, peaceful, the One who cuts through becoming—he began the teaching

which, once heard, keeps all beings from entering another womb.
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‘I shall fully declare that divine teaching, more secret than the secret, the highest mystery among

mysteries. Hear it and receive it within the mind.’
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‘One who gives it to a deceitful or unworthy disciple meets death. This is true, this is true—this is

certainly true; there is no doubt.’

26



UNIT 024 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 1 - PDF pages 2-14

Chapter 1 - Verse 24

3=GLT 94 PedT Tt Haregand |
HEa [ QiAo HpBBITCHHATITA: 11 R I

‘One who causes it to circulate otherwise enters an animal womb. One crore of measure above the

earth stands Maharloka.’
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Janaloka is established at a distance renowned as two crores, while Tapoloka shines at a measure

of four crores.
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Above that, Satyaloka is measured at eight crores. Beyond the waters lies the Kaumara realm,

arising at a measure of sixteen crores.
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Above it is the firmly established realm of Uma, reckoned in due order; above that lies Siva's

realm, joined with primordial nature.
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The circuit of the universe extends before it, while beyond Siva lies the outer region. Outside this is

the enclosure known as the seven coverings.
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Above that is the supreme divine abode of all beings who know cause and effect, called the Great

Vaisnava realm.
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It resembles pure crystal, forever clear and magnificently radiant, free from affliction and

unsupported, untouched by the turmoil of an ocean.
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It shines by its own form, flourishing in perpetual youth—the stainless, highest world adorned with

thousands of jeweled pillars.
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Its jeweled lamps are fashioned from diamonds, cat's-eye gems, and rubies; golden palaces

surround it, together with trees born to fulfill desire.
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It abounds in countless jeweled pools, in men who dwell in fragrant Malaya, and in jewel-like

women of highest delight, gladdened by the sound of music.
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Praised and lovingly served, delightful and adorned with jeweled gateways, it holds waters that are

compassion itself, from which the Ganga flows forth.
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It rises for endless yojanas and extends for endless yojanas; there the blessed Mahavisnu, Lord of

the universe, reclines.
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He is the thousand-headed Soul of the universe, thousand-eyed and thousand-footed; at the

closing of his eyes the entire world abides dissolved.
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Thousands upon thousands of universes—each containing crores of Indras—arise and perish in the

bewildering play of time and knowledge.
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From a mere portion of him arise Brahma, Visnu, and Mahes$vara, endowed with the functions of

cause and effect and manifesting the three qualities.
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O Vedas, that from which the universe proceeds and into which it dissolves is my supreme abode,

the realm indicated earlier.
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This mystery has now been declared—may it grant us what is desired. Yet above it stands another

reality, supreme and divine.
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It is the dwelling of renunciants and yogins whose very being is contemplation of the Lord. There

Mahasambhu rejoices, endowed with every power.
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Above it is the supremely peaceful realm called Great Vaikuntha. There Vasudeva and his other

forms sport through their own divine power.
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Above that is self-luminous, peaceful Goloka, beyond primordial nature, beyond the reach of

speech and mind, eternal and made of light.
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It is an eternal great celebration of divine qualities, forever endowed with festival, a lovely abode of

blessed fortune and a sanctuary that bestows bliss.
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Delightful and made of eternal bliss, it is the magnificent source from which virtues arise, joined

with the rasa of every season and served by companies of lovely women.
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It is adorned by a gathering of holy islands and frequented by the highest seers; its rivers ripple

with water, and its masses of lotuses sway upon them.
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It is blessed with tulasi and flowers and fragrant with eternal inner groves, splendid with vasanti,

campaka, asoka, and parijata trees.
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It is filled with malati, yuthika, lotuses, kunda, and mandara blossoms; ketaki and jasmine shine

there, and dense kadamba trees adorn it.
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Strewn with divine jewels and carefully guarded by Hari's lineage, this lovely realm beyond the

Vedas surely grants what is desired.
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There dwells the holy Sarayu herself, lotus-born from the Viraja; there too are Surabhi, hosts of

gods, and enchanting Vrnda Dev1.
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There is the divine forest called Santanaka, beloved of Hari; there too is the grove of the goddess

Vrnda, filled with wish-fulfilling trees.
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Between those two stands the divine city known by the name Saketa, adorned with jewel-like

women and gem-set pillars, its palaces endowed with every excellence.
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It is furnished with divine fly-whisks and hung with strings of pearls, covered by a dense canopy

against the moonlight and adorned with golden finials.
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Lovely with banners and gateways, it is a massive mountain of flowing nectar and contains the

three sacred heights—Venkatadri, Citrakita, and Govardhana.
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It is attended by hosts of blessed women bearing fly-whisks, crowded with moats and

fortifications, and fitted with gates of jewels and diamond.
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It possesses ten successive enclosures guarded by diverse monkeys, and its four gates are set with

emblems radiant like fire, points of light, and sunbeams.
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At the eastern, western, southern, and northern gates stand excellent guardians, endowed with

strength equal to his own and with every lordly excellence.
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They are immensely strong and ardent, wholly devoted to meditation on Rama, absorbed in

devotion to Rama's feet, with every other activity stilled.
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Gentle in bearing, they wear divine garments and divine ornaments; their limbs are anointed with

celestial fragrances and adorned with heavenly garlands.
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They are invested with sacred threads and wear radiant crowns upon their heads; seated upon

thrones, they are served by hosts of attendants.
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Standing ready with maces, arrows, bows, mountain peaks, and trees in hand are the heroes

Sugriva and Angada, Vibhisana, and the Wind-god's son Hanuman.
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The righteous lord of the raksasas, dear to Hari, guards the west; radiant Sugriva, whose being

embraces the world, protects the east.
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The heroic son of Vali, dear to me, guards the north; the affectionate one named Hanuman always

protects the south.
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Endowed with every noble quality and the dwelling-place of all beings, he is Mahasambhu himself,

formidable and appearing in the form of a monkey.
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His mighty arms and thighs shine beneath the great necklace given by Sita, and he is accompanied

by Rama's eternal attendants, the leaders of the monkeys and raksasas.
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The city is thoroughly guarded at its approaches by those whose weapons are $ala trees, palms, and

rocks: Bala, Prabala, Nandaka, and Upanandaka.
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Candavira, Pracanda, Nandaka, Sunandaka, Bhadra, and Subhadra—these divine lords are

stationed at the gates.
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They are four-armed, fully armed, and adorned with every ornament; within, the city is encircled

by these divine monkey-chiefs as well.
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Nala, Kumuda, Nila, and the others appear as youths in matching dress—unchanging, exceedingly

generous, and surpassing all in noble heroic qualities.
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With maces in hand, able to assume any form, they have arisen from Rama's own limbs; mighty

and alike in form, they are keepers of the mysteries of devotion to Rama.
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These most beloved intimates guard the inner enclosures. Lovingly they sing in beautiful tones and

dance to melodious sound.
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Jaya and Vijaya, both bearing excellent weapons, are eternal and foremost among the divine ones,

firmly stationed at the seventh enclosure.
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O Vedas, north of the palace, upon a level tract of that quarter, the ground is golden on every side

and a divine garden rises there.
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It resounds with the calls of peacocks and cuckoos and the cooing of parrots; dense with groves

and thickets, its clusters of bowers seem to drip with honey.
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Upon the great seat of wish-fulfilling gems, the dwelling-place of all beings, stands at its center the

supremely generous wish-fulfilling tree, bestower of boons.
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Glorious, with a diamond-strong trunk and rooted in the sprout of compassion, that tree streams

the six nectars of love and is clothed in the bark of every wish.
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Its nature is ceaseless giving, its stillness is silence, and its movement is victory. It gleams like an

indranila gem and bears ever-pure, beautiful leaves.

80



UNIT 078 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 1 - PDF pages 2-14

Chapter 1 - Verse 78

From its trunk and branches rise garlands of the flowers of dharma, prosperity, and love; lovely

with coral-colored shoots, it is a mass of blossoms of bliss.
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May its harvest of wish-fulfilling jewel-fruit grant what we desire. Beneath it is a supremely divine

space adorned by a pavilion of gems.
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At its center is a lovely dais adorned with gold and jewels; at the center of that stands an

auspicious, supremely radiant throne of gems.
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There is a great thousand-petalled lotus with an unsurpassed pericarp; within it is a distinct signet,

differentiated again by its sacred seal.
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It is encircled by the discs of fire and moon and adorned with the sacred point; above it are a

parasol radiant as ten million moons and ceremonial fly-whisks.
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A canopy strung with garlands of pearls forever pours forth dense nectar. At its center is the

goddess Janaki, endowed with every divine power.
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There dwells Lord Rama, crest-jewel of all the gods. First one should contemplate there their

radiance, fiery in form and united with Sakti.
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Enfolded in immense radiance, that sanctuary is wholly concentrated bliss. With one-pointed

mind, one should behold there the Lord's beautiful form.
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He is lustrous and dark as a blue lotus, with the lovely splendor of ten million moons—

consciousness embodied, supremely generous, heroic and auspicious, the exalted scion of Raghu.
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Two-armed, sweet, and peaceful, he is overwhelmed by love for Janaki; his mighty arms bear the

formidable Kodanda bow and fierce arrows.
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Sita embraces his left side; he is love embodied and eager for rasa, tender as compassion's first

sprout, with feet like fully opened lotuses.
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The moonlike nails of his two feet are chosen and encircled by radiance; their arches shine like a

tortoise's back, and anklets ring upon them.
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The glorious Lord wears a girdle at his waist and is adorned with the sacred thread; jeweled

bracelets and armlets beautify his two noble arms.
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He shines like ten million moons and is resplendent with the Kaustubha; divine jewels surround

him, and rings adorn his hands.
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His face, perfectly harmonious in every feature, flashes like a pearl; his two ears, rich with

earrings, blaze like ten million suns.
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He glows with the crimson brilliance of lightning and shines beneath his crown—Govinda,

supreme among those who know sacred truth, whose form is consciousness and bliss.
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Perfectly equipped with divine weapons and adorned with celestial ornaments, he is the

imperishable, absolute Brahman, clothed in yellow silk.
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The Supreme beyond the supreme is served by manifold forms of himself bearing conch, discus,

mace, lotus, shield, sword, plough, and pestle.
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He shines like ten million suns, delights ten million moons, forever gladdens ten million Indras,

and bestows the riches of ten million Vasus.
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He equals ten million Visnus in splendor, sends forth ten million Brahmas, overwhelms ten million

Rudras, and dissolves ten million cosmic Mothers.
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He destroys ten million Bhairavas, terrifies ten million forms of death, cannot be assailed by ten

million Yamas, and drives ten million powers of Time before him.

101



UNIT 099 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 1 - PDF pages 2-14

Chapter 1 - Verse 99

TR RIS TUTRITSTUIRAA |
BTHBICBATTR GichITCiaRTETH 11 83 I

His music is that of ten million Gandharvas; he is lord of ten million hosts, master of the arts of ten

million Loves, and enchanter of ten million Durgas.
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He is the abode of every blessed fortune and the sole giver of every joy—Rama, delight of Kausalya,

who alone severs worldly becoming.
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Vi$vavasu, Citraketu, Citrasena, Uluka, and their companions, together with Tumburu, Narada,

and others—and sweet-throated parrots and cuckoos—sing before him.

104



UNIT 102 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 1 - PDF pages 2-14

Chapter 1 - Verse 102

TR W dd Yfastidafdemd: |
ARG GfAT&RBITT 11 90 ||

The supreme Reality is sung by masters of sacred recitation and musical modes, and by the sage

whose imperishable form arose from a portion of Ananta.
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Valmiki, inwardly absorbed, sings him with humility; he is attended by the forms of Matsya,

Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Hari, and Vamana.
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Bhargava, the plough-bearing one, Sauri, Buddha, and Kalki join them in worshiping the all-

pervading Lord of gods, foremost among the divine.
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There too are the goddess Vagi$vari, Madhavi the beloved, Asita and Sita, and Prakrti from whom

the qualities arise.
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Uma, the goddess Mahamaya, is skilled in sacred sound and musical modes; lotus-handed, wide-

eyed Kamala is the beloved of Hari.
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Surabhi, eternal through love, and enchanting Vrnda Devi contemplate him whose essence is

consciousness, who shines forever and gives delight to the eyes.
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Unchanging and stately, those broad-hipped divine women attend Raghava—lovely Rama, delight

of the heart, whose eyes are lotuses.
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Urvasi, Menaka, Rambha, Radha, Candravali, Hema, Ksama, Vararoha, Padmagandha, and

Sulocana are there.
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So too are Hamsini, Malini, Padma, Harini, Mrgalocana, Karparangi, Visalaksi, Saktipriya, and

Rasotsava.
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Carunetra, Carugatra, Sarvangi, and Carulocana dance before Rama, enraptured by song and

instrumental music.
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He is completely surrounded by thousands of cowherd maidens, by cowherd boys of the same

kind, and by herds of cows numbered in the countless measures beginning with padma.
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The enclosure is filled with the limbs and their orders, radiant with the powers beginning with
Atman, encircled by Vasudeva and the other emanations, and served by Hanuman and his

companions.
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It delights Nila and the other mighty ones through mastery of guidance, discipline, and the arts;

portions arise from further portions, and Dhruva and the other steadfast beings enlarge its glory.
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The bowed guardians of the quarters, led by Indra, surround it; they honor and protect it with

divine weapons held in their hands, beginning with the thunderbolt.
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Among those women stands the lovely-limbed goddess, shining like molten gold; joyfully she fans

her Lord with the edge of a garment flashing like lightning.
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Her divine body embraces his left side; she brings the highest good of sacrifice, is the source of

love, bliss, and joy, and is consciousness embodied, utterly absorbed in him.
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Her bliss consists in pure awareness; she is the festival of the rasa of all sovereignty, eternal as the

half-matra, and manifest from the imperishable syllable Om.
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Lovely and composed of every power, she gives power to all powers; she is mother of every being

and can enchant even yogins.
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The one Self becomes two through her; she is the form of supreme bliss, a mass of supreme bliss,

and the beautiful embodiment of knowledge and joy.

123



UNIT 121 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 1 - PDF pages 2-14

Chapter 1 - Verse 121

T T It 3T e g |
T AT G deT: PBTed BTl TFAd 11 92 11

Know that goddess to be Sita, issuing from Raghava's own portion. Through her, O Vedas, divine

beings are born again and again in every age.
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Brahma, Visnu, Rudra, Indra, and the seers all arise through her. At the time of creation, for

embodied beings she assumes the form of rajasic power.
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For preservation of the world she becomes power in the form of Laksmi; when dissolution arrives,

she is the supreme tamasic power.
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She contains the universe within her yet is herself unborn, and is called primordial Prakrti. By a

mere sidelong glance from her, thousands upon thousands of universes—
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—appear and disappear; what need is there to speak further of creation in any single form? All this

manifestation serves the purpose of Raghava, the supreme and all-pervading Lord.
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From every hair she pours forth a universe again and again. That goddess is supreme and eternal,

while Rama is the supreme Hari.
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One should know their unity, for together they are the cause of effect and cause. From the fullness

of their mutual being a divine Youth came forth.
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Tender and named Srngara, he alone enchants every world; through him the universe blossoms,

and by him all this is pervaded.
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Through him all states of being are brought into harmony, and in him everything dissolves. He is

renowned as Govinda—the expansive manifestation of Rama's very being.
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Not far from Saketa's western gate lies Vrndavana, where the glorious Lord, surrounded by herds

of cows, delights in the music of his sounding flute.
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He arises as the savor of every rasa and is surrounded by cowherd maidens. There stands Mount

Govardhana, where the Lord is established.
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O Vedas, because you desired it, this supreme mystery—the highest glory of Raghava—has been

told to you in its proper order.
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One who hears this teaching of the supreme abode with the mind fixed on Raghava uplifts one

hundred and one families across seven ancestral lineages.
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Wherever such a person may die—or while standing, eating, or sleeping—residence in Goloka is

assured. Truly, truly, I declare it.
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This attainment is difficult even for the gods to approach, much less for other hosts. A thousand

As$vamedha sacrifices and a hundred Vajapeyas—
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—wandering to every sacred ford and giving away every possession do not equal even one sixteenth

of this yoga of meditation.
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Even thousands of killings of a brahmana committed knowingly or unknowingly, theft of gold,

drinking intoxicants, and ten thousand violations of a teacher's bed—
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—and one's other sins in thousands upon countless crores: all of them perish through this

revelation of Rama's divine abode.
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Sruti said: O I§ana, we have heard the supremely wondrous mystery. Tell us truthfully, O Saumitri:

how did this universe arise?
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Listen, all you revealed scriptures, to the mystery of creation's arising: how all that comes forth

from the first principle dissolves again into that very source.

144



UNIT 141 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 3

IR W I Fare: femfcpd |
HEIRMIHETISITHETHIRIRG: 1T 11 3 I

At the beginning of creation, in the supreme abode, what dialogue took place? Long ago

Mahasambhu was addressed by Mahavisnu at Mahamaya's prompting.
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When the appointed time arrived, Mahasambhu, Mahamaya, and active Mahavisnu contemplated

Raghava.

146



UNIT 143 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 5

EEICEYCEIS]
BITEIAE dTd & dT STHSTAT |

feb Hoi fopHTessT Pd T FATTA: 11 4 I

Mahavisnu said: Father, from whom did I appear, and through whom came this exalted birth?

What is my root, what is my foundation, and from where have I come?
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How may I know that root through your grace, O God? I desire to hear this from you; show me

favor, my Lord.
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Mahasambhu said: You arise from Raghava—the eternal, indivisible Brahman, whose form is
everlasting, whose essence is consciousness and supreme bliss, and who is Lord of the city of

Saketa.
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In the beginning the divine pair appeared through the manifestation of Sita's form. One reality,

while resting in its own ground, is perceived as manifold.
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So too the one supreme Brahman, beautifully embodied for eternal lila and nondual in every

sacred system, abides as female and male.
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Mahavisnu said: How am I to understand this pair arisen from Brahman? Who is supreme, eternal

Sita, and who is Rama, the perpetual seer of the Self?
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You, O God, are the supreme light, and this Mother is the highest refuge. Who then are those two

eternal divine sovereigns beyond even you both?
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A great doubt turns within my heart, Father. If I am indeed your son, O Sambhu, then I am worthy

of your grace.
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Mahasambhu said: Listen, child. I shall tell you of Rama's wondrous deeds and of supreme

goddess Sita. The entire universe is but their lila.
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In the intensely radiant abode of Being, the Word of Being has the form of fire; mounted upon the

wind of Time, she is adorned by the terminals of the five phonetic classes.
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Imperishable, with a lovely form lustrous as an indranila gem, he stands revealed with two arms,

adorned by arrows and the Kodanda bow.
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Thus Rama, possessed of a visible form, is declared to be the supreme Brahman, repeatedly

manifesting to grant both enjoyment and liberation to practitioners.
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The sacred word signifies bliss and is joined with divine power. At its conclusion one should

understand Visnu as entering the domain of Prakrti.
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In this way one should know supreme, eternal Sita, the beautiful embodiment of Brahman. For the

sake of showing us grace, the one Brahman has become two.
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She is not separate from the very limbs of bliss and is beautifully embodied for eternal lila. She is

the sustaining Mother composed of every divine power—indeed, all power itself.
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She is the eternal arising of love and joy, eternal in form and consciousness in essence; made of

knowledge, established as knowledge, giver of knowledge, she is pure awareness alone.
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Forever the essence of the half-matra, she has the form of bindu and nada; immersed in the rasa

from which Brahman manifests, she is the single imperishable station of Brahman.
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Though without parts, she rules every part; though beyond qualities, she is their very essence. She

is an eternal festival, supremely tender, arising from Rama's own being.
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For the lila of all-pervading Raghava, who eternally delights in divine play, she brings about

manifestation and concealment through association with the qualities.
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She is the arising of the universe, the appearance of the qualities, and the giver of joy to the world;

through the power of Sr1 Rama's presence she creates and transforms.
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Thousands of crores of Indras and hundreds of universes are merely the play of Sita, Mother of the

world—understand this teaching from me.
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I too was brought forth together with Mahadevi through her. This is known as the primal creation

and as your own origin, O virtuous one.
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From us you appeared, mighty-armed one: sovereign even over the lords of all gods, abode of the

qualities, and cause of every cause.
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This goddess Mahamaya arose from Sita's body. Endowed with the qualities, she is Prakrti and is

celebrated as the cosmic womb.
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I am this supreme light, whose linga is the blessed Siva. I was the first born, mighty-armed one,

together with Time and Maya.
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The universe, formed of womb and linga, rests in Rama's generative power. The world arises from

Rama's seed and has fire and space as its essence.
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Just as a great tree exists in subtle potency within its natural seed, so this whole world of moving

and unmoving beings abides within Rama's generative power.
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Mahamaya has the form of the womb, while I, the blessed Lord, am its linga. The two have been

revealed with corresponding meaning, O greatly sinless one.
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Mahamaya is the form of Sita, and I am the form of Rama, all-pervading one. By that Lord's

command I create and transform.
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The divine pair, its foundation, and its very root about which you asked—I have explained all of

this, the great secret beyond every secret.
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Mahavisnu said: Blessed are you, fulfilled in all your purposes and master of yourself, O

Mahes$vara, for you have revealed that Brahman which lies beyond the reach of speech and mind.
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Now I have gained true awareness through clarification of the root principle, strengthened by

Rama's power through knowledge, sovereignty, strength, and divine energy.
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By your grace, Father, Rama's abode has been explained, and likewise the goddess Sita's. I shall

praise that firmly established truth.
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I ask you further, Mahadeva; speak if it pleases you. A great doubt has remained in me, and you

are worthy to bring it to rest.
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In which abode does Raghava, Soul of the universe, delight in celestial play with Sita, sporting

through all the divine powers?
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Which gods and sages dwell there, and who stand at his side? In what forms are the gatekeepers

and sacred seats arranged?
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Who are those supreme divine goddesses with whom the royal prince unites in love, and who

lovingly delight the exalted scion of Raghu?
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Mahasambhu said: Listen, Lord of the gods, to the glory of the imperishable abode—the mystery of

Lord Rama and, especially, of Sita.

184



UNIT 181 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 43

3718 d ISOTd HTH MTaTRI FATAH |
YfeRTgferidarTef RaTRIETHGH |1 83 1|

I shall describe the primal Vaisnava abode, eternal and reached through devotional feeling, all-

encompassing and able to grant both enjoyment and liberation.
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On hearing of it, beings no longer plunge into the ocean of sense objects; contemplating inwardly

and disciplined outwardly, they turn toward the qualities and works of liberation.
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By hearing this, one should know Raghunandana as the changeless indwelling Reality—

unchanging though he wanders the forest, delighting in hundreds of divine mayas.
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Because his depth is unbroken, he remains beyond qualities even amid their assembly; delighting

eternally in the virtues of 1113, he brings the highest calamities to an end.
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The exalted Raghava sees all, enjoys all, creates and withdraws all; his playful overflowing joy is

the delight of Janaki's heart.
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The realm where the blessed, eternal-form Lord Janardana dwells is supreme and divine, beyond

even undivided primordial nature.
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It lies beyond the two half-hundreds of yojanas, in the supreme abode that is Siva's seat, above the

stations of Mahavisnu and Siva and beyond the midpoint of the Vaikuntha world.
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It is Goloka: absolute and without duality, beyond Maya and free from the qualities, where

immortal essence flows and the rasa of love's festival arises.
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That realm delights in the rasa and festival of divine qualities, and every god bows before it. It is

filled with every rasa and harmonizes every devotional mood.
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It is attended by assemblies of seers and hosts of gods, by eternal forms and retinues, and by

countless beings of strength and ardor whose valor equals that of the gods.
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There are foremost bears and monkeys, Daityas, Raksasas, and serpent beings—attendants

furnished with weapons, heroic and steadfast, formidable in battle.
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Their bodies and faces reflect the forms of fair Sita and dark Rama, and they are absorbed in love's
play. Endowed with the pair's qualities and beautiful forms, they are adorned with celestial

ornaments.
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Hosts of women converse there, their words arising from worship of Rama's feet. In mutual

exchanges of devotion, they reveal and embody compassion.

197



UNIT 194 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 56

TTRRISEN: AT MAETT |
I SIS TR 11 ag |

It is served by innumerable avataras, including the ten principal descents, by the Vedas together

with their limbs and the Upanisads, and by sacrifices of many kinds.
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This supreme and lovely station is worshiped as the dwelling of divine qualities. There the virtues

are discussed forever, and the sixfold host of inner enemies is absent.
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It is eternal, the very form of bliss, the transcendent farther shore endowed with every excellence.

The rippling waters of the Sarayu there humble even the god of desire.
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Within its divine inner city—Saketa, highest of worlds—Janaki's footsteps move everywhere amid

the enchantment of loving play.
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It abounds in tulasi, kunda, mandara, campaka, asoka, and jasmine, and in stepwells, wells, ponds,

and other waters bright with fully opened lotuses.
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It is a vast fullness of indivisible Brahman, an embodied form of innate bliss, enchanting through

the many divine powers that have arisen from Sita's own being.
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Thousands of lotuses spring from the touch of Sita's lotus feet. Delightful bowers lie beneath the

shade of celestial trees, flowering vines, and groves.
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It is beautifully adorned by the great Santanaka forest and the forest of Vrnda. Self-luminous

communities of rasa move there in a great festival of happiness.
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Beneath the shade of wish-fulfilling trees, endowed with the ground of all existence, stands the

great wish-jewel seat at the center of a pavilion of gems.
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At its center is a lovely dais, and upon it a divine seat: a celestial throne formed as an eight-petaled

golden lotus.

207



UNIT 204 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 66

d&d BIvBe Jarafdfi=ics |
a3 <d FHRIA HidaT Tg a9 11 €& I

Within its central pericarp, distinguished by the three sacred seals, the divine Raghava sits

enthroned together with Sita.
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The two-armed slayer of Khara is the liberation of indivisible Brahman. His mighty arms bear the

fierce Kodanda bow, and he is adorned with a host of arrows.
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He is fully equipped with celestial weapons and adorned with divine ornaments, yet remains
unseen by all the principles of existence, by intellect and the other faculties, and by those who seek

him through qualities alone.
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He shines forever as a mass of splendor and guards unbroken knowledge. Fathomless with infinite

virtues, he surpasses all in the noble and steadfast qualities of a hero.
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He is known through the quality of bliss, is eternal bliss itself, and beholds his own true nature. His

greatness is conscious being, and his divine purpose is forever overflowing.
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Self-seeing and complete in every excellence, he is distinct from intellect and the other faculties.

Beyond the qualities of both the seen and unseen, he is the witness of every conditioned action.
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Thus the blessed and heroic Raghava is the supreme Person beyond both being and nonbeing,

pervaded by divine power and excellence, together with Sita.
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Abiding eternally in the radiant, divine supreme sky, the glorious Lord bears a form of being,

consciousness, and lila and is the one dwelling place of every bliss.
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While Sri Rama of imperishable splendor sported as the One, I was born together with this Sita

from him, the cause of the universe.
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Through inscrutable Time there appeared the Lord of immeasurable strength and valor: formed of

being and consciousness, all-pervading, the enjoyer and witness of the qualities.
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He possesses boundless ardor, heroism, potency, and strength. Unassailable in the very nature of

his splendor, the Lord is sovereign over all qualities.
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I am able to sustain all, and I bring every cause into being. I am the source of the principles and the

dwelling of qualities, yet remain detached from the actions those qualities produce.
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My being engages in the play of Maya, yet I am the endless ocean from which Maya rises.

Assuming distinct selves upon her stage, I also cross beyond the ocean of Maya.
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Forever established in himself and self-luminous, the all-pervading Lord is Time's essence and
Time's maker. Steadfast, he is the time that measures all measurers, yet is free from every

condition of time.
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He is the source of Time, sovereignty, and qualities, and the point at which all else comes to rest.

Pure, he governs the cause of the universe, experiences the universe, and beholds it all.
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In this same way the divine Power arose—your mother, O virtuous one: womb of the universe, its

governing ground and sustainer, the sovereign Lady of all.
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She enchants every being and is mother of every abundance. She is the ground of the universe's

arising and dissolution and bears the three cosmic forms.
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She is the Night of Time and the Great Night, the very form of Mahamaya. She rules all beings and

can enchant even yogins.
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To devotees she reveals the beauty of her own true form, but to evildoers she appears terrible. Her
form is eternal and cannot be reached by causal argument, by analysis of qualities, or by similar

reasoning.
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For ages she is sought through the highest meditation, yoga, and related disciplines. Hosts of

yogins contemplate her lotus feet without ceasing, day and night.
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She is the bliss of consciousness, bliss everlasting, the single embodiment of Brahman's bliss.
Made of knowledge, she is conscious power entering every divine potency and sustaining the

universe.
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Overflowing beyond Maya, she is supreme bliss, the form of rasa, and the inner life of the qualities.
She shines as knowledge, bliss, and excellence; she is consciousness and the source of every

manifest form.
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Changeless and without personal striving, she manifests the reality of the qualities. Depending on

nothing and resting on no support, she remains immutable while bringing the universe into being.
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She is the voiced sound in the recitation of the Rg, Yajur, and Sama Vedas. She unfolds the Vedas'

meaning and is to be contemplated as sacred poetry and as the sacrificial offering.
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Unconquered, she takes a subtle form within the lotus hearts of yogins. She is the seal of yoga,

Mahamaya, and the power that strikes against Time's rushing force.
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Within her you were born, Lord of the gods—great and higher even than me, master of all

sovereignty and qualities, sporting through the vehicle of Time.
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Established at the furthest summit of abiding in the Self, you shine with peace. Your body glitters

with the many principles; all-pervading and rich in qualities, you embody Prakrti.

234



UNIT 231 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 93

VAT G5 9: HIEH STH< P duE: |

fARTSY UTITHYBIATUTgER T 11 %3 I

You are the blessed Person and the witness, the single embodiment of the Self's bliss. Without

dependence on any support, you are the source of Prakrti's host of qualities, their pure beholder.
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You are held to be the Self's own manifestation, everlasting bliss, with Prakrti transcended. Yet you

sport through its many principles and are the great abode in which Prakrti rests.
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You are eternal bliss, ever-radiant, the everlasting and beginningless joy. You captivate every

divine power and delight in the play of all those powers.
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You recline upon the causal ocean and occupy the exalted seat that supports all. Soul of the

universe, you have a thousand heads, a thousand eyes, and a thousand feet.
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You are Mahavisnu of immense splendor, self-luminous and filled with divine qualities, a treasury

of knowledge and the loftiest summit, granting liberation with a sidelong glance of grace.
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Mighty-armed one, you are made of compassion, the great God and supreme Lord. United with

Laksmi and complete in every excellence, you are the single dwelling of all sovereignty.
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Hari is unassailable like a thousand suns and possesses a thousand faces. Equipped with a

thousand weapons, he bears the Sarniga bow and the mace.
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He is difficult to reach and difficult to propitiate, unconquerable and impossible to overstep. His
essence is beyond qualities; transcending them, he is their sovereign and rules in complete

independence.
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This ancient and primordial Visnu is the supreme light beyond all things. With the liberating

movement of his gracious glance, he brings forth millions of cosmic eggs.
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Hearing this, Mahavisnu slowly rose, fell prostrate upon the ground, and addressed Maheévara.
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Homage to you, Lord of the universe; homage to you who become all things. Homage to you,

Mahasambhu; homage to you whose form is the universe.
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Homage to you whose form is the sign of Brahman and who breaks apart the defining signs of

Maya; whose mere lila becomes the body supporting all, whose form is the universe.
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Homage to the root of the source of bliss, the Self becoming all; to the manifest one whose form is

also unmanifest, present throughout the assembly of effects and causes.
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Be gracious, blessed God; show me mercy, Mahe$vara. Once I receive your command, I shall

indeed fashion hundreds of universes.
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Mahasambhu said: By your own power, divide your being a hundredfold into forms endowed with

strength and sovereignty equal to your own, my son, and perform the work as is fitting.

249



UNIT 246 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 108

BT ST TARTGIBATT: |
arsfednd Jfet ©H © BgAerd 11 goc ||

In every embodied work of sustaining the world, meditate upon Rama of wondrous deeds. You

should hold Sita's lotus feet above your head in unbroken contemplation.
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Saumitri said: Hearing that solemn command, Mahavisnu contemplated creation through the

radiance of his own sovereignty and through Time, whose nature produces transformation.
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In accordance with Maya's power, and with knowledge and splendor, the Lord at once created a

number of universes.
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He quickly made them complete with their governing lords and qualities, filled with growing hosts

of gods and varied through many distinctions of quality, by his own essence of rasa.
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Yet for a long time, despite great effort, the created power remained without consciousness. To

behold and awaken those worlds, Hari—self-sovereign Narayana—then acted.
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The all-pervading maker of the worlds playfully emitted a threefold radiance. Through grace,

portions of Mahavisnu then became established within those worlds.
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Dense consciousness manifested diverse luminous beings called suns. From among these appeared

the three gods: Brahma, Visnu, and Mahe$vara.
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All three bring Prakrti into ordered manifestation and possess bodies of concentrated
consciousness. Masters of every sovereignty and quality, they are the powers governing the work of

the universe.
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Through rajas Brahma increases creation, and the moon arises from his portion. Through sattva

Visnu abides perpetually, as the divine fire is present within fire.
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Through tamas comes Maharudra, the agent of universal dissolution. The One alone appears

divided threefold as creation, preservation, and dissolution.
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Among them the greatly radiant Visnu entered the cosmic sheath and established the cycles and

living beings. From the waters he then caused the gods to arise at once.
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The worlds then began to move, expanding through the actions of the qualities. Indras and the

other active rulers appear, become renowned, and in time dissolve again.
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With the opening and closing of Mahavisnu's eyes, the insentient worlds are repeatedly dissolved

and established again by Time through the merest sidelong glance.
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Sruti said: Divine one, from your account we have heard how the worlds enter activity. They follow

their inherent nature; are they not also endowed with the fruit of return and cessation?

263



UNIT 260 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 122

S IEIEREIE]
geg1el faf de srgmve dwaeiadd |
T GdHETawd: Pedl BITAARIH 11 2R I

Saumitri said: Know that, having created the manifold cosmic egg enlarged by all the principles,
and having fulfilled the intended purpose together with those great principles, he then withdrew

from that work.
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He went to Mahasambhu's stainless and sovereign abode. There he beheld that stainless

consciousness, the Lord even of all the lords of gods.
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He was the supreme light and supreme station, the transcendent space beyond the beyond: five-

faced, the great linga, stainless power beyond Maya.
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He shone like millions of moons, with eyes like the sun and fire. His own knowledge had dispelled

every darkness, and he made a mere play of Maya and her qualities.
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Bowing to Mahadeva, he addressed the supreme Lord. His palms joined in reverence, he was

overcome with joy and his voice faltered with devotion.
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All that you have said is true, Mahasambhu: every realm has its lord and presiding divinities. I

entered those worlds knowing the divisions of qualities and actions.
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Through portions of me these gods arose as embodiments of concentrated consciousness,

assuming the governing forms of Brahma, Visnu, and Maheévara.
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I created the threefold radiance through the powers that unfold Time and action. Appointed within

it, those deities bring manifestation and withdrawal into being.
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Father, through me the worlds have been set fully into activity. How may I now find the path of

return from the bondage of birth and samsara?
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Mahasambhu said: Listen, my child. I shall proclaim the highest good for all the worlds. Through

hearing and chanting it, a discerning person reaches the stainless state.
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Through meditation on Rama's lotus feet I am flooded with the rasa of perfect bliss. Delighting in

the Self, I am consciousness and joy—the Lord, untouched by craving.
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This goddess Mahes$vari is mistress of yoga and the very seal of yoga, yet without Rama's grace she

cannot remain for even a single moment.
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She will explain to you the secret suitra that increases devotion—the highest path for people whose

minds have been ravaged by the serpent of desire.
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Mahavisnu said: Mother, you sustain the worlds. You are Sambhavi, whose essence is compassion;

the great Power, the great Wisdom, supreme intelligence, and Sarasvati.
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You are great delusion and delusion itself, fearsome in form yet perfectly wise. Made of
consciousness, you are sattvic knowledge and also the supreme power expressed through rajas and

tamas.
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Tell me, Mahamaya, the unsurpassed mystery concerning Sita's Lord—the teaching bound into this

sutra, subtle even for the learned.
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By whom did it arise, from where did it come, and through what concise form was it set in motion?
What is its mantra-form, to be meditated upon always, and how many words and syllables does it

contain?
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What are its etymology and defining marks, its Vedic authority and conformity with the Veda? This

primordial siitra, formed of every seed, is the great syllable of Rama.
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Mahamaya said: That by which the universe is brought forth, and by which it is protected from

fear, is called by the word siitra—a sign that points toward Brahman.
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This universe is rooted in the sttra, and everything is established in it. Through the sutra the

universe arises; without it, the universe dissolves.
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First I bow to the great God, God of gods, the exalted Raghava—Janaki's beautiful beloved, two-

armed, and enemy of Khara.

284



UNIT 281 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 143

TS A Mo T Ta G Ay aoTTd |
fepfoISSTHTH a2l Yo Hierisrad—H 11 283 Il

Through the blessing of meditating on Rama's feet and devoted service to Sita's feet, Lord of gods,

I know a little of the siitra that sets devotion in motion.
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Raghunandana is the maker of thousands of Mahavisnus, hundreds of Mahasambhus, and of the

creation and continuance of all the principles.
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Sita is eternal, supreme, and subtle, and this son of Dasaratha is the Lord. Rama alone is the truth

beyond all; at no time is there any other ultimate truth.
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My child, I swear this at the feet of our Lord: I know no supreme and eternal God other than

Rama.
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In the nondual supreme sky, within the highest abode, the sovereign Lord delights and sports in

the wondrous rasa of Sita's love.
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Raghava taught his son Sadasiva the six-syllabled liberating mantra, a wish-fulfilling tree for those

who practice the mantra.
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Mahasambhu received that highest mantra from Ramacandra. Self-luminous and ever-awakening,

it carries one across the ocean of sin.
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It eternally grants the aims of human life and destroys the guilt of millions of killings. Raised like a

flame upon the lamp of knowledge, it bestows the fruit of every sacred science.
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Among all the powers embodied in mantras, the Vaisnava mantras are called the highest; and

among those Vaisnava mantras, Rama's mantra bears the greatest fruit.
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Among the formulas of Ganapati, the solar deities, Siva, Sakti, and the other traditions, it is

renowned as the king of mantras, surpassing them by millions upon millions of powers.
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One might give away a kingdom, give a bride, a son, wealth, and all else; one might even give one's

own head, but one must not impart the six-syllabled mantra indiscriminately.
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Place on one side a thousand A$vamedha sacrifices, a hundred Rajasuyas, every pilgrimage, and all

gifts, vows, and austerities.
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All these do not equal even one sixteenth part of the king of mantras. The six-syllabled formula is

realized in the heart through the grace of the divine guru.
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It is the eternal summit of dharma and the pure summit of giving. It is the subtle summit of

knowledge and the summit of yoga, granting every worthy aim.
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It is the highest vow, the attainment and flourishing of every abundance. It is the highest austerity,

the highest sacrifice, and the offering itself.
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It is the gathered essence of every dharma and the accumulated merit of every virtuous act. It is

the king of vows and the preeminent guru even of the gods.
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Thus one should know this mantra, named Taraka because it carries one across. Flourishing like a

wish-fulfilling tree, it grants practitioners their fruit.
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Mahavisnu said: Mother, that six-syllabled king of mantras is known through you; but without the

guru's grace, how can its realization arise?
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Therefore, my child, bow your head to Mahasiva and seek his grace. By his favor you will receive

the mantra and rejoice together with the divine powers.
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Mahasambhu said: God of gods, sustainer of the universe and giver of fearlessness to the worlds,

show your grace, Lord of gods, and bestow the six-syllabled mantra.
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Saumitri said: Having heard this and first bowed to exalted Raghava, Mahasambhu gave the
mantra that bestows every sovereignty to Mahavisnu, the immediate cause of the manifest

universe.
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Through realization of that mantra alone, Mahavisnu became Lord of the universe, ascended to

every sovereignty, and ruled in complete independence.

306



UNIT 303 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 165

SR HETRMIHTIT RT: |
ferrerst HETfasu] YaHTem A 11 284 I

Having spoken thus, the blessed and imperishable Lord Mahasambhu kissed his son Mahavisnu

upon the head and sent him forth.
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The Srutis said: Mighty-armed one, we have heard this account concerning the stitra. Which great

being first set it in circulation within the world?
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Tell us all of this graciously and exactly as it occurred, divine Lord of the worlds, for you know the

truth of cause and effect.
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Saumitri said: Having received it, the Lord of gods then summoned Brahma, Visnu, and

Mahes$vara and taught them the six-syllabled root mantra.
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In the beginning, lotus-born one, the sutra was one. When the threefold cosmos appeared, the

gods expressed that single formula in three modes.
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Those gods distinguished its Prakrta, Brahma, Mahasambhava, and sovereign forms; recognizing

it as the sign of Brahman, they kept it hidden.
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That divine teaching remained hidden for a thousand yugas. Then, at a certain turn of Time and

out of compassion for the world of living beings, it was revealed again.
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Prompted by the goddess, glorious Visnu, Lord of all beings, caused that divine Taraka formula—

which expresses Brahman—to be received and transmitted.
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Having thus fulfilled his purpose and received that six-syllabled mantra, Sripati then, O goddess,

bestowed the liberating Taraka formula upon Vi$vaksena.
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Then the supreme Vaisnava, the eternal sage renowned as Gopadeva, received the mantra from

Viévaksena.
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Learned in the Veda and Purana and thoroughly grounded in the Vedangas, that foremost ascetic

worshipped Gopadeva and received the mantra.

317



UNIT 314 - SOURCE RORI 38057 - Chapter 9 - PDF pages 15-32

Chapter 9 - Verse 176

TARER Tdgi: fersm: Iy < |
Hid=If=T et I BIRUIN AGURTT: 11 Q0% I

His four learned disciples, disciples also of Parasuka, will arise in the Kali age as practitioners

deeply versed in the Veda.
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They were Srutiveda, Srutaprajfia, Srutadhaman, and Srutodadhi—three-staffed renunciants

bearing the sacred tuft and devoted to Ramanuja.
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Near me, upon the great seat, in the pavilion that is the theatre of the universe,
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they will long recite the Taraka mantra, the friend of ascetics.
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Through contemplation of Raghava's sacred syllables, this was proclaimed as the blessed Vaisnava

word, from the wish to benefit the worlds and destroy the bonds of becoming.
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It is divine, delightful, worthy of contemplation, and pure—more secret than the most secret,

gentle and gracious, the highest mystery among all mysteries.
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It is the purifier of all purifying things and the auspiciousness within every auspicious act, the

refuge of all gods and the giver of attainment to yogins.
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Its traditional fruits are said to include divine attraction, the ending of malicious intent, the

arresting of hostile forces, and mastery that protects and extends life.
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It drives away sins and kindles understanding in minds grown dull. Through reading or hearing

this teaching comes liberation itself—of this there is no doubt.
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Therefore it should be read with every effort by those whose minds are collected.
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